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Approved: January 3, 2013  

 

Rockville Environment Commission 
Minutes of the Meeting of Thursday, December 6, 2012 

Rockville City Hall, 111 Maryland Avenue 
 

Attendance 

Commissioners Present: John Becker, Steve Cardon, Julie Palakovich Carr, Kris Dighe, Alicia 

Hosmer, Devinie Lye, Clark Reed and Lea Rosenbohm 

Commissioners Absent: Beri Kravitz  

Guests:  Mark Charles, Environmental Management   

 

Meeting Commencement 

The meeting convened at 7:36 pm by Chair Reed.  

 

Approval of the Meeting Minutes 

Commissioner Dighe moved and Commissioner Palakovich Carr seconded approval of the 

October 4 meeting minutes with two minor typos corrected.  The motion passed 6-0-1 

[Commissioner Hosmer abstained].   Due to a lack of quorum, there were no official minutes 

prepared for the November 2012 meeting. 

 

Discussion of FY 13 and FY14 Strategic Priorities 

Chair Reed suggested a Kilowatt Crackdown competition as a potential project for the 

Commission.  He believes many buildings could reduce their energy usage by 30-40% and that 

this competition might bring focus to these opportunities.  He identified schools, retail, medical 

buildings garages, office buildings, senior facilities, multi-family structures and firehouses as 

prime candidates for the competition.  Nationwide, 3,000 buildings are participating in a similar 

competition being run by U.S. EPA.  Arlington, VA is sponsoring a Green Games (lower energy 

and resource footprint) competition with 150 buildings enrolled.  If the Commission takes on this 

project, it was suggested that it begin with one or two sectors and possibly expand over time.  As 

a next step, Mark Charles is instructed to invite an Arlington representative to come to a future 

Commission meeting and discuss their approach and lessons learned.  The idea could also be 

pitched to the Multi-City coalition. 

 

Other strategic activities suggested include: 

 Arranging for a rainbarrel raffle at Hometown Holidays 

 Screening one or more environmental films for the public 

 Engaging with students at the three local high schools 

 Implement a plan to increase recycling in under-performing City neighborhoods 

 Sponsor a (March) social gathering of area environmental professionals to recruit volunteers 

to the Commission and its committees 

 Create Commission Facebook, Linked-In and Twitter pages 
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Commissioners should review the complete list of brainstormed activities from the fall 2011 

retreat and email their top 10 activities to Mark Charles by December 31. 

 

Hometown Holidays 2013 

The Commission will once again participate in Rockville’s Hometown Holidays (HTH) 

celebration over the May Memorial Day weekend.  The solar vender that assisted with last year’s 

booth is again willing to participate in 2013.  The Commission is considering sponsoring another 

environmental film and explored several potential titles during the meeting.  The Regal Theater 

will be approached again to see if space can be arranged.  

 

Environmental Management Staff Report 

 Mark Charles provided a status update on the process to amend the City Stormwater 

Ordinance (City Code Chapter 19) and the revised implementing regulations. The 

amendments were introduced by the Mayor and Council on October 8, 2012.  A public 

hearing was held on November 19 (there were no comments offered), discussion and 

instructions is set for December 10.  If there are no major issues, Environmental 

Management will also ask for adoption on December 10.  Otherwise, final adoption will take 

place on January 14, 2013. 

 Erica Shingara has been identified as the 2012 Co-Employee of the Year and will be 

recognized at the annual City awards ceremony. 

 The Mayor and Council will be briefed on the Rock Creek Watershed Assessment on 

Monday, January 28.   

 Mark Charles reported that the City has identified 5 potential sites for solar energy generation 

and has asked an U.S. EPA Contractor (Optony) to evaluate their potential cost and 

generation capacity. 

 City Manager Barbara Matthews has agreed to attend the January 3 Commission meeting 

 

New Business/Announcements 

 The Rockville Summit II took place on Saturday, November 3 from 9:00-11:30 at the F. Scott 

Fitzgerald Theater.  Commissioner Palakovich Carr briefed the group on the objectives, 

planning and Summit program.  The event resulted in 139 recommendations to improve 

various aspects of the City operations 

 The Commissioners are interested in obtaining business card and there was a brief discussion 

of the potential content and format for these cards. 

 

Adjourn 

The meeting adjourned at 9:37 pm by unanimous acclamation. 

 

Next Commission Meeting 

The next Commission meeting is tentatively scheduled for Thursday, January 3, 2013 at 7:30 

pm in the Diamondback Conference Room of the Rockville City Hall, 111 Maryland 

Avenue, Rockville, Maryland, 20850.  The public is invited to attend.  

 

 


